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Invisible Student
Work programs provide experience
by Karen Valentin
It's 11:10 a.m. and she's
already headed off cam-
pus to her car. She strolls
past three deans and Mr. Ev-
ans, but none ask to see her
permit-to-leave. Is she the
"Invisible Student"? No,
she's just a member of the
Distributive Education
Clubs of America (DECA).
DECA and Diversified Co-
operative Training (DCT)
were programs in which a
student went to school half
the day and reported to work
in the afternoon. "Students
join DCT to learn a trade
while in high school and at
the same time receive high
school credit for participat-
ing in their chosen trade,"
said Mr. John Roberts, DCT
Coordinator.
In addition to taking a
class period for these pro-
grams, each member was
automatically enrolled in
their perspective club. Both
clubs took part in various ac-
tivities. There were break-
fasts, banquets and competi-
tions. Fundraisers, although,
were a bit of a problem due
to the change in the school
board policy regarding can-
dy sales at school. "Since we
haven't been able to sell can-
dy this year, our budget has
been drastically cut," com-
mented Chris Kirchoff.
DECA Treasurer.
As for the class period, both
As soon as a student enrolled in
DECA or DCT, they automatically
became members of their prospec-
tive clubs. Kevin Blacklidge pays
his monthly dues to Chris Kirchoff,
DECA Treasurer, while DCT mem-
bers paid $25 for a whole semester.
classes taught the basic re-
quirements needed to be
successful in the working
world. "I learned a lot about
retailing in class that I use at
my job," said Gail Speets.
First-semester members
left school after fifth period
at 12:15 and were required
to work 15 hours a week.
Second semester, if they had
all the required courses out
of the way, they were al-
lowed to leave after fourth
period. This change also re-
quired a minimum of 24
hours per week on the job. "I
like getting out earlier, hut
sometimes it's hard to get
that many hours in a week,"
replied Krystal Prater, a se-
nior member.
There was a definite dis-
advantage to being in DECA
or DCT. The members rarely
had time to participate in
any extra-curricular activi-
ties. Most of the members
were at work at 2:35 when
school got out; and that was
the time that club meetings
usually took place. They did
have club activities that par-
tially made up for what they
missed. "I really enjoyed the
breakfast we had at the Bank
Restaurant," commented
Jodi Stephens.
Overall, DECA and DCT
provided a way for students
to gain experience in a field
of their choice therefore
making them even more pre-
pared to advance in the
working world.
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